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AF gst With the holidays upon us and a new year about to begin, we want to share with you one of the many touch-

ing stories that brought tears of both sadness and joy to our lives this past year.

Executive Director ) : L ; .
On September 19, Aguanga resident Mary Darling was sitting in her mobile home reading a book when she

il EagEl smelled smoke. Looking out her door to investigate, she saw that smoke was coming over a nearby hill. As
Board of Directors the fire rapidly approached, she loaded her three dogs, a 7-year-old Chihuahua, 17-year-old Corgi, and 7-
Kristine Anderson year-old Pomeranian into her car, taking back roads to avoid the flames. But, as luck would have it, she was

Willa Bagwell in such a panic that she drove off the road and her car got stuck in the sand. It would not budge.

Dixie Schleiger

Marcene Carré Mrs. Darling grabbed the three dogs and started running up a hill, believing they all were about to die. As

she continued running and praying, fiGod, please hel

Honorary but Angel, the Pomeranian, became frightened and ran back down the hill. When Mrs. Darling reached the

top of the hill, she turned just in time to see Angel running away and

Board Member
her mobile home burning completely to the ground. She had lost

Pl Pz everything...or so she thought.
Unbeknownst to Mrs. Darling, Executive Director Willa Bagwell had
o, * received a call from the Red Cross later that same night stating that a
J ;@ news reporter had found a dog wandering in the fire area. She imme-
Vil . diately sent Officer Jan Bratten to the Temecula evacuation center to
/= 3 pick up the dog and bring her to AFV.
2 Mrs. Darling spent the following Monday searching all the nearby shel-
2 ters for Angel. Her search ended when she arrived at AFV. When she
discovered that her beloved dog was safe and sound at the shelter,

Mission Statement: she was so excited and happy to see her |ittle frie
Animal Friends of the |l ost is secondary to finding Angel o. She |l eft the s
Valleys is dedicated to food and clothing, and carrying her little dog in loving arms.
promoting humane care
of animals through edu- 2010 AFV Calendars On Sale Now!
cation and a humane,
pro-active animal ser- The 2010 calendars are ready and
vices program. We are tos that will make you smile all year. All the photos entered in our
committed to prevent- calendar contest last summer are included in the calendar, either
ing the suffering of ani- as fipets of the montho or in the
mals and to ending pet
overpopulation. Get your calendar at the shelter, our administrative office or our

Saturday adoption shows at the Temecula PETCO and Lake Elsi-
Animal Friends of the nore PetSmart, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., for $10 each. (You also can order
Valleys is your local online.) And, dondét forget, the h
animal shelter. We 2010 calendars make great gifts!
offer animals for adop- _ o . .
tion and provide animal Congratulations to Dave and Rose Alfonso of Temecula for submitting the winning cover photo of their
services to Lake Elsi- rescued Pomeranian, Barbie.
nore, Canyon Lake, . .
Murrieta, and Temecula. And, thanks to everybody el se who participated, t o

We are a nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization.




Message from our Executive Director

D ear Animal Friends,

It is so hard to believe that another year has
flown by. We are into winter now and | would
like to remind pet owners that this is a time of
year that we must give extra attention to our
pets. It is best to bring your dogs indoors at
night. If you cannot bring your dog into the
house or garage you must provide the animal
with adequate shelter from the rain, wind and
cold. Place a nice warm blanket in the dog
house. Cats should always be kept indoors.
Winter is especially dangerous for outdoor
cats. They curl up against almost anything to
stay warm, including car engines.

We have had a very busy, exciting year. The new animal shelter is under
construction and is going up very quickly. It will be such a blessing for the
animals and the community. Our Christmas wish is to be awarded the
contract to operate the new shelter.

We are now providing animal control services to Wildomar. AFV has
made a very big impact in a very short period of time solving some of the
animal related problems in Wildomar. | would like to thank our officers for
the fine job they do protecting the animals as well as the communities we
serve.

I would |Iike to remind
program for just a little longer. The bricks, inscribed with the slogan of
your choice, are $50 each and make great gifts for your friends and loved
ones. They will be placed in the entrance courtyard of the new facility and
are a gift that will last forever and be viewed and enjoyed by thousands.

I wish you all a very healthy, safe, happy holiday season! | would like to
commend the AFV board of directors, staff, volunteers and supporters for
their dedication to the animals and the organization. You are what makes
AFV such a success!

Sincerely,

Willa Bagwell

Has Your Pet Been Microchipped?

Axel, a 1 1/2-year-old bull terrier arrived at the shelter as a stray in Septem-
ber. His microchip tracked back to his owner in Escondido. And when
Achos, another bull terrier, arrived at the shelter, his microchip traced to his
owner in Moreno Valley. Both bull terriers had happy reunions with their
families when they came to the shelter to pick them up.

Coco, right, an 8-month-old beagle mix, came into the shelter after being
found running loose in Lake Elsinore. When a chip was found in Coco, his
owner was immediately called. It turned out that he lived 360 miles away in

everyone th

Central California, but he drove all the
way to Lake Elsinore the very next day
to pick up his familyés beloved do
Have your pet microchipped for just
$20 at the shelter, our Saturday adop-
tion shows at the Temecula PETCO
and Lake Elsinore PetSmart, or at our

monthly shot clinics.

Microchips work!

@

Happy Endings

This charming little fellow was turned into AFV with a
broken leg, which his
owner said occurred
after a fall. Surgery had
been performed, but

then the ownerds grand-
daughter broke the poor

dogds |l eg again. The
dogds |l eg baoanes were

actually exposed and it
was obvious that the
little dog had suffered.

AFV immediately transported the dog to a veterinar-
ian who stated that the leg needed to be amputated.
AFV staff member Rosa Betancourt adopted the little
guy and had the amputation surgery performed. Now
he is happy and healthy again and has his second
chance with a new, loving family who has named
him, fittingly, fAChancebo

After a Wildomar resident called AFV to report a
German shepherd in very poor condition that he had

was so deep that muscle was visible. The 2 to 3-
year-old dog was immediately taken to a veterinarian
where the collar was surgically removed. It was esti-
mated that the collar had been placed on the dog
when he was about 7 months old. As the dog grew,
the rope became tighter and tighter and skin began
to grow around it. The dog was in so much pain, and
so frightened, that he would scream if anyone so
much as touched him.

After his surgery, AFV turned the dog over to the
Coastal German Shepherd Rescue in Encinitas
where he is being cared for while he recovers. His
foster mom has named him Kellan, which means
Apowerful o in Celtic. He
group until he fully recovers and once more learns to
trust humans.

This is Kellan at
AFV after his sur- £
gery. We wish him [
a speedy recovery [
and know there is
a loving home
awaiting him in the [&¢
near future. g

(For more photos
of Kellan, please
visit our Facebook

page.)
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