
Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 
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Animal Friends of the 
Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane care 
of animals through 

education and a humane, 
pro-active animal 

services program.  We 
are committed to 

preventing the suffering 
of animals and to ending 

pet overpopulation. 
 

Animal Friends of the 
Valleys is your local 

animal shelter.  We 
offer animals for 
adoption and provide 

animal services to Lake 
Elsinore, Wildomar, 

Canyon Lake, Murrieta, 
and Temecula.  We are 

a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization. 
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Opening in September! 
 

New Animal Shelter Progress  
By Kristine Anderson, President 

AFV Board of Directors 
 

Great progress has been made on the new Southwest Communities Animal Center. If you have 
driven by the site recently, you will have noticed that doors and windows have been installed. 
The stucco and painting on the outside of the building have commenced. The roof is slowly 
being completed. The back parking lot is being formed up and the retention pond is taking 
shape. 
 
The interior is truly awesome! The rooms are huge and the skylights make the inside of the 
building very bright. There are high ceilings and plenty of space for the many animals that will 
be coming into the facility. Some of the built-in cabinets already have been installed. Work is 
being done on the telephone, computer, and 
security systems. 
 
The JPA (Joint Powers Authority) has indicated 
that, if AFV can meet certain goals regarding 
the operation of the shelter and start-up costs, 
we will be given the first opportunity to run the 
shelter. We are working on a very conservative 
budget that will rely on donors for some 
funding along with upcoming fundraisers. We 

still will need to furnish some of the offices 
with desks, chairs and filing cabinets. 
 
With the completion date only four months 
away, we will be keeping you informed of the 
developments regarding the building and the 
operations agreement through email, 
Facebook or a direct mailing. 
 
Remember to purchase your personalized 
brick to be placed at the entrance of the 
building. Time is running outðSeptember will 
be here before we know it! 

Deadline is June 30! 

 

2011 Calendar Contest  
 

If you havenôt submitted your photos for our 
2011 ñMake Your Pet a Pin-Upò calendar 
contest, be sure to send them in soon. The 
deadline for this yearôs contest is June 30. An 
entry form is included in this newsletter. 

 
Every entry will be included 
either on the cover as ñpet 
of the monthò, on the 
monthly pages, or on the 
collage pages. Entry fees 
are $10 each and you can 
enter as many photos as 
you like. The calendars will 
be available for sale for $10 

each in late October. 
 
Come on, every dog (or cat) deserves his day!  

Wines  For Canines August 28 

 
Mark your calendars now to attend our annual 
Wines for Canines fundraising luncheon at Wilson 
Creek Winery in Temecula on August 28. This is 
always a fun event and shelter animals available 
for adoption will be attending, too!  Watch our 
website for more information. 



 

Message from our Executive Director  

D ear Animal Friends, 
 
Spring is upon us and everything is 
blossoming, including the kittens and puppies 
arriving daily at the shelter. With all of the 
education programs, low cost spay/neuter 
clinics, and the fact that we all are aware (or 
should be) that there are not enough homes 
for the dogs and cats already here, why would 
anyone allow his animal to become pregnant 
and bring more unwanted animals into the 
world? Until pet overpopulation becomes a 
thing of the past, spaying and neutering will 
remain a top priority for AFV. 
 
We are so proud to have been named the Wildomar Chamber of Com-
merce ñNonprofit of the Yearò in February, and we had a great time at the 
Gala and awards dinner. Thank you, Wildomar, for recognizing our efforts. 
AFV also received recognition from Assemblyman Kevin Jeffries, 
Assemblyman Brian Nestande, and Senator Dennis Hollingsworth and 
received a certificate of recognition from Riverside County Supervisor Bob 
Buster. 
 
Our annual ñFore...The Animals Golf Tournamentò was held in April. The 
economic downturn affected attendance this year, but I think the golfers 
had a good time and we appreciate everyone who participated. We also 
thank Wings and Rotors Air Museum for donating their helicopter again 
this year for the ball drop. What an awesome sight to watch those balls 
drop onto the green!  
 
I thank the Temecula Valley Womanôs Club for all they do for AFV.  They 
volunteer at our events, raise funds for AFV throughout the year and have 
blessed us with two video cameras to help us document cruelty cases, as 
well as a new commercial vacuum.   What a great group of gals! 
 
It is so exciting to see the new shelter progressing. Day by day our dream 
is becoming a reality. What a great place it will be for the communityôs 
animals when it is completed.  Rumor is, it is running ahead of schedule. 
 
As always, I would like to thank our board of directors, our staff, our 
volunteers, our donors and the public for all they do to make AFV such a 
success story.  We are able to continue our many programs and help so 
many animals because of your efforts! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Willa Bagwell, Executive Director 

Bring Your Pet Home Again ð 
With a Microchip!  

  Now Why Didnôt I Think of That? 

 
Supporters often ask us how they can help. In these tough 
economic times, it isnôt always feasible to make a cash 
donation. Here are a couple of unique ideas:  
 
Do you have a timeshare that you might not have time to 
use this year? Or maybe your frequent flyer miles are 
adding up. How about donating them to the shelter as a 
fundraising tool? These kinds of donations make great 
silent auction items for our events.   
 
Maybe you can come up with some other ideas. If so, 
please give our fundraiser Kirsti Peffers a call at 951-471-
8344. 

Many of you may have read the article in the local 
newspaper recently about the family whose dog 
was euthanized because they did not keep 
checking the shelter or the AFV website to see if 
she had been brought into the shelter after 
becoming lost. This was a very sad situation for all 
concerned, but it could have been so easily 
prevented if the dog had been microchipped. 

We have witnessed so many ñhappy tailsò when 
owners are reunited with their lost animals because 
they took the extra step of having their pet 
microchipped. There was the family from central 
California whose beagle turned up at AFV, the 
family in Tucson who drove all the way to Lake 
Elsinore when AFV notified them that we had their 
animal, and countless others from Moreno Valley, 
Escondido, and elsewhere. 

Microchipping  takes just a few moments of your 
time and costs only $20 at AFV. The chip itself is 
approximately the size of a grain of rice and is 
inserted just under the skin, much in the same 
manner as a regular shot your animal gets at the 
vet or a clinic. Have your pet microchipped at the 
shelter or at our Saturday adoption shows from    
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Temecula PETCO.  

Give yourself the peace of mind of knowing that 
your pet will have the best chance possible of 
being reunited with you should he ever become 
lost. Donôt put it off ótil itôs too late! 

Chewy was reunited with his 
family in February after 
having been lost the 
previous November. The 
happy reunion occurred 
when he arrived at the 
shelter and was found to 
have a microchip. 

 

AFV staff and board members receive the State Assembly Resolution. 


