
Shelter petséheads and tails above the rest! 
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Valleys is dedicated to 

promoting humane care 
of animals through edu-
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pro-active animal ser-

vices program.  We are 
committed to prevent-

ing the suffering of ani-
mals and to ending pet 

overpopulation. 
 

Animal Friends of the 
Valleys is your local 

animal shelter.  We 
offer animals for adop-
tion and provide animal 

services to Lake Elsi-
nore, Canyon Lake, 

Murrieta, and Temecula.  
We are a nonprofit  

501(c)(3) organization. 
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AFV Receives Wildomar Animal 
Control/Sheltering Contract  

Amnesty Offered on All Late Charges  
For Wildomar Licenses Purchased by Sept. 30 
 
AFV began providing animal control services 
to Wildomar residents on August 1. For resi-
dents who need to purchase dog licenses, 
AFV is offering an amnesty period for all late 
charges until Sept. 30, so now is the time to 
become compliant with the law. License fees 
for dogs that are spayed or neutered are $15 
for one year, $20 for two years, and $25 for 
three years. Fees for dogs that are not spayed 
or neutered are $50 for one year, $100 for two 
years, and $150 for three years.  
 
You will need to show proof of spay/neuter (if 
applicable) and a current rabies vaccination 
certificate when purchasing your license. Pur-
chase licenses at the shelter, our Temecula 
PETCO adoption shows every Saturday from  
9-11 a.m., and at our monthly low cost shot 
clinics on the third Saturday of each month, 
1:30-3:30 p.m., at the Lake Elsinore City Park 
at the corner of Main St. and Limited Ave. 
 
For animal control services or licensing ques-
tions, call the shelter at 951-674-0618. 

New Shelter Construction 
Kristine Anderson, AFV Board President 

 

The new shelter construction is coming along 
quite nicely. Lately, there have been many 
visible signs that show the progress is full 
steam ahead.  
 
The brick wall that separates the properties 
has gone up. The plumbing and electrical 
work have been completed. The steel and 
footings for the cement work are being set. By 
the time you read this, the cement should be 
poured. The new animal shelter is finally on its 
way to becoming a reality. 
 
Hopefully, a request for proposals seeking the 
operator for the new shelter will be released 
soon. The awarding of the operator is a major 
decision that cannot wait for the last minute 
because there are numerous policies and pro-
cedures, along with budgets and training of 
staff and volunteers, which need to be submit-
ted or accomplished prior to the doors of the 
new shelter opening.   
 
AFV draws from a group of over 400 volun-
teers that provide more than 7000 hours of 
FREE labor. The generous supporters and 
donors of AFV provide this organization with 
the much needed funding to help animals and 
their guardians through our spay/neuter, fos-
ter, adoption, humane education and shelter 
shuttle programs. These programs are not 
governmentally fundedðthey are funded 
through individuals or local businesses, which 
is exactly why AFV can keep the cost of ser-
vice low and provide top notch animal control 
and other services to all of our surrounding 
communities. 
 
The shelter will be completed in about a 
yearôs time. If you have an opportunity to 
speak to the JPA member from your commu-
nity, please encourage him/her to choose AFV 
as the shelter operator.  

See page 5. 



 Message from our Executive Director  

D ear Animal Friends, 
 
I would like to thank all of you who have sent 
cards and offered kind words and prayers to 
my family and me over the passing of my uncle 
in June and my sister in July. Our family has 
suffered a great loss. 
 
I returned back to work after being with my 
mother at my sisterôs side for five days.  The 
morning I returned I had such reservations 
about how I was going to get through the day, 
as I had such sadness in my heart.  I got ready 
and went to the shelter.   
 
I looked out the window of my office sometime that morning and saw the 
staff bustling about caring for the shelter animals. I watched the animal 
control officers loading the trucks with animals that were being delivered 
for spaying and neutering. I knew the officersô day would be full helping 
the animals and the public in the cities that we service. I watched volun-
teers walking dogs while the staff cleaned their cages. I saw the phone 
lines light up and knew the office staff was busy working to help custom-
ers while they cleaned the office and did their morning chores. I received 
a copy of an email from Terry Thompson, AFVôs foster coordinator, that 
had just been sent to all of the rescue groups notifying them of which ani-
mals were available for rescue. Staff had come to me all morning catching 
me up on events and situations. It didnôt take me long to realize that yes, I 
was extremely sad, but I was back where I needed to be. The animals 
that are so helpless needed our care as much as my sister had needed 
her family the prior week.   
 
I am not sure if people realize what our staff and volunteers do to help the 
animals in our care.  Every employee, board member and volunteer is a 
small piece of the puzzle that has made us so successful. It truly is amaz-
ing to watch and see everyone with their different tasks working so hard 
for the same goals:  reuniting lost pets with their owners, finding loving 
homes for the homeless animals and keeping the community safe. 
 
The largest piece of the AFV puzzle are the donors and supporters.  With-
out such generous, caring people and businesses we would not be able 
to continue with all of our vital programs.  Especially during these eco-
nomic hard times, I thank all of you who continue to support AFV.  The 
numbers of animals coming into the shelter have increased dramatically 
this year while the donations for those animals have diminished greatly. I 
would also like to thank each and every person who has adopted a shel-
ter pet. You have saved a life and will be rewarded by that animal for 
years to come.   
 
In closing I would like to extend my great appreciation to Ellen Bilney, our 
events/volunteer coordinator. She has made the decision to move to Flor-
ida to be closer to her family. Her departure is a great loss to AFV.  I wish 
her the best of luck.  Her AFV family will miss her very much.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Willa Bagwell 
 
 
  
 
 
 

9696 Animals Passed Through Shelter  
In Fiscal 2008/2009  

 

Some arrived alone and afraid. Others arrived in 
groups - mothers and kittens, mothers about to give 
birth, litters of kittens and puppies that had been 
ñfoundò. Or so we were told. Some were brought in  
by owners who had never bothered to spay or neuter 
and wanted to ñget rid ofò their pets and their un-
wanted puppies and kittenséso easy to foist their 
responsibilities on others. 
 
Dogs arrived early in the morning before staff arrived 
and were found tied to the shelter fence, helpless to 
get away if attacked by larger or more aggressive 
dogs or coyotes. Others were abandoned on the 
streets and were lucky enough to be found by good 
Samaritans and brought to the shelter. Some were 
deserted in foreclosed homes, the lucky ones left 
with food and water to last several days until they 
were (hopefully) discovered by realtors or landlords. 
Others were just left with the discarded trash, not 
important enough to worry about. Some were not 
found in time and starved or died of thirst in the  
100-plus degree temperatures. It is sometimes un-
believable, manôs inhumanity to other creatures. 
 
The lucky ones found shelter at AFV, at least for a 
few days. They were given food and water, a treat 
now and then, and walks with friendly volunteers. If 
they were really lucky, they were adopted by new 
families who gave them the love and compassion 
that their previous ñownersò did not. But if they were 
not adopted within a few days, others soon came to 
take their place... 
 
On a happier note, 1342 lost dogs and 52 lost cats 
were reunited with their guardians, and 1628 dogs 
and 587 cats were adopted into loving new homes. 
Another 474 animals were taken in by rescue 
groups.  
 
Maybe the future will be better. Maybe people will 
wake up to their responsibility to spay and neuter. 
Maybe we can reach some of the next generation 
through our humane education program that teaches 
kids to love and respect all life. Maybe more families 
will come to the shelter to adopt instead of paying 
hundreds of dollars to purchase puppies and kittens 
from backyard breeders and pet stores that sell ani-
mals raised in puppy mills, continuing the endless 
cycle of overpopulation.  
 
You can help. Make a donation to our spay and neu-
ter program, humane education program, general 
fund, wherever you want to make a difference. We 
will use your donation wisely. And if you think your 
donation is too small to make a difference, remem-
ber these words by a wise, but unknown, author: 
ñSaving just one pet wonôt change the worldébut 
surely the world will change for that one pet.ò 
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News from our Humane Educator  
By Leslie Kegley  

 

Wow! It is great to be back at work, and I am very excited 
about adding new events to our humane education program. 
 
In addition to visiting local schools and offering animal humane 
education presentations to any grade level class or classes,   
giving presentations to scout troops and helping them earn 
badges, and running Kids Camp at the shelter, I will now be 
offering Animal Education classes at Murrieta Parks and 
Recreation after school on Wednesdays, 5:30 p.m. to  
6:30 p.m., at the Senior Center.  
 
Space is limited, so register online at 
www.murrieta.org or go to one of their 
facilities. If you need more information, 
please contact the City of Murrieta 
Community Service Department at  
951-304-7275. Cost for the five week 
session will be $50 per child for 
Murrieta residents or $55 per child for 
non-residents.  
 
Animal education is a great way for adults and children to learn 
not only compassion, responsibility and safety issues, but it 
also gives people a chance to really connect with their 
companion animals as well as wildlife.  
 
It takes a village!!! We all need to help! Call me and let me 
come out to your group, class, or birthday party and help 
spread compassion, kindness and humanity.   

   
We will be sorry to be saying goodbye to fundraiser 
and best friend to the animals Ellen Bilney at the end of 
September. Ellen has helped the animals in so many 
different ways and has made many friends for AFV.  We 
wish her all the best in her next life adventure and know 
that she will always find a way to help the animals.  
 

Congratulations 
to AFV Animal 
Control Officer 
Jan Bratten for her 
appointment as a 
California State 
Humane Officer. 
She joins fellow 
officers Willa 

Bagwell, Monique Middleton, Jack Nelson, and Sheila 
Risinger who also have earned the appointment. 
 
CashValue Cards are coming to a business near 
you!  Starting September 1, you can use a CashValue 
Card to make purchases at participating businesses 
and a percentage of each purchase will be split 
between you and your favorite cause. Watch our 
website for more information.  
 
Congratulations to our July 4 raffle winners Nichelle 
Hobbs , Susan Clarke and Gaby Galvez . They each 
won a huge gift basket full of pet-related items. Thanks 
to everyone who supports our drawings throughout the 
year. The real winners, of course, are the animals! 
 
Bring us your used inkjet and/or toner cartridges 
and we will recycle them and use the proceeds to help 
the animals. All cartridge brands are acceptable. Drop 
off your used cartridges at the shelter, our admin-
istrative office at 33751 Mission Trail in Wildomar, and  
our Saturday adoption shows at the Lake Elsinore 
PetSmart, and Temecula PETCO. (You also can leave 
them during the week in our donation bin at the 
Temecula Petco.) 
 
Watch our website for the winners  of our 2010 Make 
Your Pet a Pin-up calendar contest. Calendars go on 
sale for $10 each in October and make great holiday 
gifts. Get yours at the shelter, administrative office, or 
any of our Saturday adoption shows. 
 

Have You 

Heard?  

For more information on how your school, group, or individuals can 
set up a humane education presentation, please contact Leslie Kegley 
at boo8689@aol.com or call her at 951-775-3204. 

 
$26,750 in Spay/Neuter Vouchers Given Out in July  

 
AFV gave out another $26,750 in spay/neuter vouchers in July. 
The vouchers paid $100 for dog spay/neuters and $50 for cat 
spay/neuters. A total of 208 dogs and 120 cats were altered 
with the help of the vouchers. This was the fourth voucher pro-
gram we have sponsored in the past year, for a total of 
$69,950 (including $10,000 donated by Riverside County Su-
pervisor Bob Buster). 
 
Pet overpopulation continues to be the most important issue 
facing our pets. And it is such a simple problem to solve. If pet 
owners would take responsibility for their animals, we could 
finally end the deadly cycle of puppies and kittens being born 
only to be euthanized because there are not enough homes for 
them all. They deserve so much better. 
 
We thank all the veterinarians who have partnered with us  
during our voucher programs and we thank everybody who has  
contributed to our spay/neuter program. Letôs continue working 
together to end pet overpopulation! 
 


